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The Soviet Republics. According to the
most reliable statistics, the Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics in 1933 contained a total
of 8,241,921 square miles, and a population
of 165,76S,40Q. Of the total number of peo-
ple, 146,000,000 were in the European area
(the Ukraine accounted for 32,000,000), and
the remainder were in the other five federated
republics, described on another page.
History. In the ninth century Russia was
inhabited by numerous tribes of Slavs, who
had come, how long before is not known, from
the neighborhood of the Carpathian Moun-
tains. The total lack of union among the
tribes made the Slavs an easy prey to in-
vaders, who swept in upon them from all
sides. Finally, about the middle of the ninth
century, the Scandinavians, under their
leader, Rurik, were invited by the Slavs to
enter the country, assume rule over it and
protect it from invasion. Rurik's power grew
rapidly, and by 862, the date usually given as
the foundation of the Russian Empire, he
rukd from Novgorod a wide empire. Rurik
died in 879, and Oleg, a member of his family,
was made regent for Rurik's son. Under
Oleg the capital of the country was removed
to Eliev, and an attack was directed against
Constantinople so successfully that the By-
zantine emperor was obliged to pay a ran-
som for the city.
Gradually the descendants of Rurik
strengthened and widened their kingdom,
which came in time to be called Russia, prob-
ably from the name given by the Finns to
the Scandinavians. Under Vladimir the
Great (980-1015), the Greek form of Chris-
tianity was introduced into the country, and
an effort was made to better the religious and
intellectual condition of the people. By the
end of the eleventh century the Russians had
reached a plane of civilization little lower
than that of the peoples of western Europe.
In the first half of the thirteenth century,
however, the Mongols swept over Russia, and
this invasion put an end to all self-govern-
ment, to all intellectual progress, in fact, to
all civilization. The country was cut off from
western Europe, and the nationalization of
the Slavs was delayed for centuries. Grad-
ually Moscow became the strongest of the
principalities of eastern Russia, and it was
a grand prince of Moscow, Dmitri IV, who
in 1380, by his victory over the Mongols, took
the first step in the liberation of the country
from the foreign yoke. As the principalities
 came to recognize that, disunited, they could
never hope to become free, they laid aside
their dissensions and joined for the overthrow
of the Tartars. Ivan the Great (1462-1505)
succeeded in breaking the power of the Mon-
gols by turning the different hordes against
each other, and Ivan the Terrible (1533-
1584) extended Russian rule over Kazan, As-
trakhan and part of Siberia.
Following the strong rule of Ivan the Ter-
rible came a period of anarchy and disorder,
which ended with the election, in 1613, of
Michael Romanoff to the throne. During the
reign of Alexis, the son of Michael, consid-
erable territory was acquired in a war with
Poland, and a protectorate was assumed over
the Polish Cossacks. Alexis left three sons
of whom the oldest, Feodor, ruled but six
years, expressing at his death the wish that
his half-brother, Peter, should succeed him,
rather than Ivan, the rightful heir, who was
almost an imbecile. However, Peter's sister,
Sophia, ambitious of power, succeeded in
having Ivan proclaimed joint sovereign with
Peter, intending to retain the power in her
own hands. In the struggle which followed,
Peter proved the stronger, Sophia was forced
to retire to a convent and Peter became in
reality the sole ruler of Russia, although Ivan
was allowed to retain the title of czar. It is
from the reign of this sovereign that the real
greatness of Russia dates.
At the death of Peter (1725) the crown
passed to his wife, Catharine, who was suc-
ceeded two years later by Peter's grandson,
Peter II (1727-1730). The reigns of Peter,
Anna Ivanovna (1730-1740) and Ivan (1740-
1741) were of no great importance in the
history of the country, but during the reign
of Elizabeth Petrovna (1741-1762) occurred
the Seven Years7 War between Austria and
Prussia, in which Russia took part on the
side of Austria. Peter, the successor of Eliz-
abeth, was murdered within a short time of
his accession, and his wife came to the throne
as Catharine II. Under Catharine Russia as-
sumed a more prominent position among the
European nations than ever before, and the
genius of the queen enabled the country to
support its position well. The partitions of
Poland, by which Russia gained great acces-
sions of territory, took place during Cath-
arine's reign, and the Crimea was annexed in
1783. A war with the Turks (1737-1792),
in whieh Russia was sueeessf ul, advanced the
boundaries of Russia to the Dniester.

